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COMMUNION Behold, a Virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called  
Emmanuel. 

am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let 
what you have said be done to me.’ And the 
angel left her.  
 

[NOTE so highly favoured: ““Full of grace” is 
the name Mary possesses in the eyes of God... 
"full of grace" is the translation of the Greek 
word kecharitoméne... This term, in the form 
of a perfect participle, enhances the image of a 
perfect and lasting grace which implies fullness 
(Pope St. John Paul II on Luke 1:28).” 
   
COMMENT ON THE GOSPEL 
Bede (673-735)   
 
   The Gospel calls to mind the beginning of our 
redemption. The passage tells us how God sent 
an angel from heaven to a virgin.     He was to 
proclaim the new birth, the incarnation of God’s 
Son, who would take away our age-old guilt; 
through him it would be possible for us to be 
made new and numbered among the children of 
God. And so, if we are to deserve the gifts of the 
promised salvation, we must listen attentively 
to the account of its beginning. 
  “...to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph of the house of David...” What is 
said of the house of David applies not only to 
Joseph but also to Mary. It was a precept of the 
law that each man should marry a wife from his 
own tribe and kindred. Our Lord is truly 
descended from David, since his spotless 
mother took her ancestry from David’s line. 
   “...Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
grace with God...and the Lord God will give him 
the throne of David his father.” (Lk 1:30-32) The 
angel refers to the kingdom of the Israelite 
nation as the throne of David because in his 
time, by the Lord’s command and assistance, 
David governed it with a spirit of faithful 
service. The Lord God gave to our Redeemer the 
throne of his father David, when he decreed 
that he should take flesh from the lineage of 
David. 
   As David had once ruled the people with 
temporal authority, so Christ would now lead 
them to the eternal kingdom by his spiritual 
grace. Of this kingdom the Apostle said: “He has 
delivered us from the dominion of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son.” (Col 1:13) In this house Christ shall reign 
for ever, and “of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 
   During this present life, Christ rules in the 
Church. By faith and love he dwells in the hearts 
of his elect, and guides them by his unceasing 
care toward their heavenly reward.    
   In the life to come, when their period of exile 
on earth is ended, he will exercise his kingship 
by leading the faithful to their heavenly 
country. There, for ever inspired by the vision of 
his presence, their one delight will be to praise 
and glorify him.  
 

Homily 3 on Advent. 

Reflection on the Sunday Readings by Fr. 
John:  
Dear sisters & brothers in Christ, 
It is not always easy to be obedient to God’s 
Will! David wanted to build a Temple for 
the Lord, but God had another plan. Mary 
probably dreamed of a normal marriage 
with a large family as was the expectation 
of the time, but God wanted her to give 
birth to the Saviour. And Paul was zealous 
for the Law of Moses, but God demanded 
he change direction and support His Son’s 
church. At times we, too, are asked to 
change direction and walk paths we would 
rather not walk. Although we can be 
disappointed, even angry, our Faith calls us 
to see God’s Hand at work in all things. For 
‘He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to 
Him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 
Amen’  
God Bless you all 
Fr John 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                    
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16   
 

Once David had settled into his house 
and the Lord had given him rest from all the 
enemies surrounding him, the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a 
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells 
in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and 
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is 
with you.’ But that very night the word of 
the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my 
servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are 
you the man to build me a house to dwell 
in? I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, to be leader of my 
people Israel; I have been with you on all 
your expeditions; I have cut off all your 
enemies before you. I will give you fame as 
great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I 
will provide a place for my people Israel; I 
will plant them there and they shall dwell in 
that place and never be disturbed again; 
nor shall the wicked continue to oppress 
them as they did, in the days when I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; I 
will give them rest from all their enemies. 
The Lord will make you great; the Lord will 
make you a House. And when your days are 
ended and you are laid to rest with your 
ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of 
your body after you and make his 
sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him 
and he a son to me; if he does evil, I will 
punish him with the rod such as men use, 
with strokes such as mankind gives. Your 
House and your sovereignty will always 

stand secure before me and your throne be 
established for ever.”’ 

 

RESPONSE  For ever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord. 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                        
Romans 16:25-27 
 

  Glory to him who is able to give you the 
strength to live according to the Good News 
I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus 
Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept 
secret for endless ages, but now so clear 
that it must be broadcast to pagans 
everywhere to bring them to the obedience 
of faith. This is only what scripture has 
predicted, and it is all part of the way the 
eternal God wants things to be. He alone is 
wisdom; give glory therefore to him through 
Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

THE GOSPEL  
Luke 1:26-38. 
 
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
House of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, 
so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ 
She was deeply disturbed by these words 
and asked herself what this greeting could 
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do 
not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. 
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, 
and you must name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his ancestor David; he will rule over the 
House of Jacob for ever and his reign will 
have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But 
how can this come about, since I am a 
virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ 
the angel answered ‘and the power of the 
Most High will cover you with its shadow. 
And so the child will be holy and will be 
called Son of God. Know this too: your 
kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, 
herself conceived a son, and she whom 
people called barren is now in her sixth 
month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I 

ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia!        
I am the servant of the 
Lord: may his will for me be 
done.    Alleluia! 

 

ST. MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP PARISH  

UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS 

PARISH OFFICE: 158 Katoomba Street, Katoomba 2780 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 526, Katoomba NSW 2780 
Phone: (02) 4782 2804 Hours: 10am-3pm Tuesday-Friday. 
Parish Email address: bluemountains@parracatholic.org 
After Hours Emergency Number: 0428 878 810 Calls only; no 
texts please. For all Office matters, please call 024782 2804 

Weddings: Please call Parish Office for details. Baptisms: upon request. 

Parish Website at: www.bluemountainscatholic.org.au 

Parish Facebook: www.facebook.com/bluemountainscatholic   
Parish School: St Canice’s Catholic Primary School, Katoomba.   
Principal: Ms. Miriam Meaney 
Phone: (02) 4780 6800  Email: stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au  

 

NOTES FROM FR JOHN: ***Please note this year’s changes in place and time for 
Christmas masses in this bulletin. There are a couple of corrections needed to 
what is in the Gazette: Vigil at Katoomba is 6pm, not 6:30pm; Wentworth Falls 
day mass now at 8am, not 7:30am; and Blackheath day Mass is now 10am, not 
the usual 9:30 time. ***Also, the only mass on Boxing Day morning is 9am at 
Blackheath. ***The Sunday masses are as normal. 
 

Walking in the spiritual footsteps of the Magi 2021 EPIPHANY PILGRIM-
AGE GROUP:  will be in our parish January 5th through 7th. Assistance with ca-
tering and helping serve dinner in St Canice’s Hall for approx. 25 pilgrims would 
be appreciated on the evening of the 6th January. If you would like to help 
please ring Barbara 4784 2473. For information about the pilgrimage itinerary 
and to register visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org  
 

MIDNIGHT MASS: This year at St Canice’s, to celebrate the solemnity of Christ-
mas, we are going to hold a High Mass at midnight with a thurible and an organ-
ist with a small, socially distanced choir. This is a great opportunity for parishion-
ers and visitors to experience the true beauty of our Catholic traditions this 
Christmas. We hope to see you all there for this special occasion, especially after 
many of us may have felt distanced from the beauty of our liturgies during this 
difficult time of COVID.  
 

MIDNIGHT MASS REHEARSAL: 22nd December, 6pm, St. Canice’s, Katoomba. 
   

SUNDAY MASS: Due to an easing of covid-19 restrictions you no longer need to 
book to come to Sunday Mass. You will still, however, need to sign on when you 
arrive and observe social distancing requirements. Attendance is on a first come 
first served basis.   
 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED: If you would like to help serve at Midnight Mass and/
or serve in the coming year, please contact Hugh Jones on 0402 904 681.  
 

PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL ADORERS - Dear adorers, as we approach the 
‘holiday season’ we ask you to consider the weeks ahead. The chapel will continue 
to be open for adoration during the holiday season, If you are going away and have 
a rostered time slot please start to search and find a replacement adorer from the 
contact list, or a parishioner friend to cover for you. You will need to let your team 
leader know what dates you’ll be away, and who will be covering you. If you are a 
parishioner (or visitor) who would like to be on the temporary fill in list for a Holy 
Hour, please contact Jacquie on 0405 600 155 to register your details, Many thanks!  
 

PLANNED GIVING: Would the owners of Planned Giving Envelope numbers 38, 41 and 
53 kindly contact the Parish office immediately to submit your contact details.  Your 
contributions are unable to be recorded until we have this information.  
 

FINANCES: If you would like to contribute to the 2nd Collection for the parish: Bank 
Transfer: BSB 067 950   Account 000 00594   Name: Mary MacKillop Parish   Refer-
ence: Surname and envelope number or Parish Donation (with or without surname if 
preferred).  
   If parishioners would like to contribute to the First Collection for the clergy of the 
diocese: BSB 067 950   Account No 00004265   Account Name Diocesan Clergy   Refer-
ence either the Parish Name or the parish code 6038  
 

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: Please give generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Ap-
peal: yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 

MASS OFFERING INTENTIONS: DECEASED and ANNIVERSARIES: VALERIE SMALL, MARK GLASHEEN, ELIZABETH SINNAPPAN, and All the faithful de-
parted especially those for whom you requested prayers and masses AND THE FORGOTTEN SOULS IN PURGATORY. SICK LIST: Monique Haulber, 
Marie Thuez, Mary Sullivan, Kathleen Hayes-Gilson, Evelyn Maw, Wanda Heffernan, Mary Roberts, Jacquelin Singh, Kath Paine, June Way, Robert 
Sullivan, Natale Assanti, Susan Keegel, Eugenio Natonton, Emiliana Santiago, Pat Coyne, Inga Morphett, Amanda Peters, Alison Michaels, Aimee De 
la Motte, Lorraine Russelle, Margaret Murphy, Joan Nolan, Pat Wolthers, Tricia Hogan, Shiela Page, Sr Jeanie Heininger, Michelle Scully, Julie Walss, 
Edwin Wulff 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE (Thursday) 
Vigil of the Nativity  
6:00pm Katoomba  
9:00pm Leura 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY (Friday) 
Midnight Mass  
(Sung Mass with incense) 
12:00am Katoomba 
 
Mass During the Day 
8:00am Wentworth Falls  
9:00am Leura 
10:30am Katoomba 
   
*NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
BOXING DAY (Saturday) 
9:00am Blackheath 
5:00pm Leura 
 
NEW YEAR’S DAY (Friday) 
10:00am Katoomba 
 

CHRISTMAS  
CONFESSION TIMES 

 

Saturday 19 Dec: after the 9:00am 
Mass Katoomba  
Saturday 19 Dec: 4:00-4:45pm Leura 
Sunday 20 Dec: after the 8:00am 
Mass Wentworth Falls    

ROSARY AND OTHER DEVOTIONS: Ad Jesum per Mariam. 
SAT and SUN: 4:10pm, Leura.  
MON: after 8:30am Mass, Katoomba. 
TUE: 4:30pm Divine Mercy, Rosary and Exposition, Leura. 
WED: after 8:30am Mass, Wentworth Falls.  
THU: after 8:30am Mass, Leura. 
FRI: 11:30am before Mass, Katoomba. 
FRI: 5pm Divine Mercy Hour, Leura.  
SAT: 8:30am before Mass and also after Benediction following Mass, Katoomba. 
ADORATION CHAPEL: 9am Monday - 9am Saturday, Katoomba. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES   
You need to book Sunday 
Leura 5pm (Saturday) 
Wentworth Falls 8am 
Katoomba 10am 
Leura 5pm  
*10am on public holidays 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
MON: 8:30am* Katoomba 
TUE: 5:15pm Leura 
WED: 8:30am W-Falls 
THU: 8:30am Leura 
FRI: 12pm Katoomba   
SAT: 9am Katoomba 

CONFESSION TIMES 
TUE 4:45-5:00pm Leura 
SAT: 9:30am Katoomba 
SAT: 4:30-4:45pm Leura  
 
Confessions are always 
available on request. 

SAINTS THIS WEEK: Ora pro nobis. 
MON: St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor. 
WED: St. John of Kety, Priest. 
FRI: The Nativity of our Lord (Christmas Day). 
SAT: St. Stephen, the first Martyr. 
SUN: The Most Holy Family. 
NEXT MON: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs. 

http://www.bluemountainscatholic.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/bluemountainscatholic
http://www.epiphanypilgrimage.org
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal


~The Year of Saint Joseph~ 

 

IN JOSEPH, JESUS SAW THE TENDER LOVE OF GOD. 

 

   This year marks the 150th anniversary of the decree Quemadmodum Deus, with which Pope Blessed 

Pius IX, moved by the grave and mournful circumstances in which the Church was beset, officially de-

clared St. Joseph as Patron of the universal Church. To celebrate this anniversary and “to perpetuate the 

entrustment of the whole Church to the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus,” Pope Francis has 

decreed this new liturgical year to be the year of St. Joseph. 

 

   The Pope writes: Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 

hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that 

those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.  

 

   The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he 

placed himself, in the words of Saint John Chrysostom, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”. 

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood “by making his life a sacrificial 

service to the mystery of the incarnation and its redemptive purpose. He employed his legal authority 

over the Holy Family to devote himself completely to them in his life and work. He turned his human vo-

cation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart and all his abilities, a love placed 

at the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his home”.  

 

   Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has always been venerated as a father by the Chris-

tian people… Special prayers are offered to him each Wednesday and especially during the month of 

March, which is traditionally dedicated to him. Popular trust in Saint Joseph is seen in the expression “Go 

to Joseph” [Ite ad Ioseph], which evokes the famine in Egypt, when the Egyptians begged Pharaoh for 

bread. He in turn replied: “Go to Joseph; what he says to you, do” (Gen 41:55). Pharaoh was referring to 

Joseph the son of Jacob, who was sold into slavery because of the jealousy of his brothers (cf. Gen 37:11-

28) and who – according to the biblical account – subsequently became viceroy of Egypt (Gen 41:41-44). 

 

   As a descendant of David (cf. Mt 1:16-20), from whose stock Jesus was to spring according to the prom-

ise made to David by the prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam 7), and as the spouse of Mary of Nazareth, Saint Jo-

seph stands at the crossroads between the Old and New Testaments. Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in 

wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour” (Lk 2:52). As the Lord had done with Israel, so Jo-

seph did with Jesus: “he taught him to walk, taking him by the hand; he was for him like a father who 

raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him” (cf. Hos 11:3-4). 

 

   In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for his children,  so the Lord 

has compassion for those who fear him” (Ps 103:13)…  

 

[The Pope concludes with a prayer you can find on the opposite page.] 

 

Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter: Patris Corde, 8 December, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 2020.  

 

Hail, Guardian of  the Redeemer,  

Spouse of  the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust;  

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

show yourself  a father  

and guide us in the path of  life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,  

and defend us from every evil. Amen. 

 
 

   In lieu of this year of St. Joseph (until 8 Dec 2021), in which the faithful following his example can daily 

strengthen their life of faith in the full fulfillment of God's will, the Vatican’s Apostolic Penitentiary has 

listed (see below) special plenary indulgences that are available to us, saying “All the faithful will thus 

have the opportunity to commit themselves, with prayers and good works, to obtain, with the help of 

Saint Joseph, head of the heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort and relief from the serious human and 

social tribulations that today afflict the contemporary world.”  

 

a- Meditate on the Our Father prayer for at least 30 minutes, for St. Joseph “invites us to rediscover our 

filial relationship with the Father, to renew fidelity to prayer, to listen and correspond with profound dis-

cernment to God’s will.” 

b- Carry out a spiritual (e.g., pray for the living and the dead) or corporal (e.g., visit the sick) work of mer-

cy for St. Joseph was a “just man” (Matt 1:19). 

c- Pray the Rosary with your family so that “all Christian families are stimulated to recreate the same cli-

mate of intimate communion, love and prayer that was lived in the Holy Family.” 

d- Entrust your daily work and activity to the protection of St. Joseph the Worker. 

e- Pray the Litany of St. Joseph for the persecuted Church ad intra and ad extra and for the relief of all 

Christians who suffer every form of persecution; for the flight of the Holy Family to Egypt shows us that 

“God is where man is in danger, where man suffers, where he escapes, where he experiences rejection 

and abandonment.”  

also- Pray an approved prayer or act of piety to St. Joseph (e.g., Ad Te Beate Ioseph) on the 19th day of 

any month or on a Wednesday. Also, on the feasts of the Holy Family, St. Joseph and Joseph the Worker. 

also- The elderly, sick, dying and housebound can receive an indulgence by praying an act of piety in hon-

our of St. Joseph, “comfort of the sick and Patron of a happy death, offering with trust in God the pains 

and discomforts” of their life. The decree notes that in this instance they must have the intention of ful-

filling, as soon as possible, the three usual conditions for an indulgence, as well as a detachment from sin. 

 

   The Church’s book on indulgences states that for a plenary indulgence one must be free from both veni-

al and mortal sin, otherwise it is a partial indulgence. Such a plenary indulgence too, is granted under the 

usual conditions of Confession, Holy Communion and prayer for the intentions of the Pope (1 Our Father 

and 1 Hail Mary). These can be done within some 20 days before or after the work. Only one plenary in-

dulgence can be received per day.  

 

Our parish Patroness, Mary MacKillop, named the religious order she co-founded after St. Joseph. She 

once said “Have courage, trust in God, Saint Joseph and our Blessed Mother, and you need have no fear.” 

http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en.html

