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COMMUNION Behold the One of 
whom John said: I have seen 
and testified that this is the Son 
of God. 

   I am not fit even to unfasten your sandal 
straps, let alone to lay my hand upon your 
venerable head. 
   But the Lord replies, I wish it to be so. Come 
and baptize me; do as I wish, for surely you 
cannot refuse me. Why do you hesitate, why 
are you so afraid? Do you not realize that the 
baptism I ask for is mine by every right? By my 
baptism the waters will be sanctified, receiving 
from me fire and the Holy Spirit. 
   Unless I am immersed in them they will never 
be empowered to bring forth children to 
eternal life. There is every reason for you to let 
me have my way and do what I am asking you 
to do. Did I not baptize you when you were in 
your mother’s womb? Now it is your turn to 
baptize me in the Jordan. So come, then, carry 
out your appointed task. 
   To this John answers: your servant is utterly 
helpless. Savior of all, have mercy on me! I am 
not fit even to unfasten your sandal straps, let 
alone to lay my hand upon your venerable 
head. 
   But I hear your command, Lord, and in 
obedience to your word I come to give you that 
baptism to which your own love impels you. 
Man of dust that I am, let deepest reverence 
enfold me when I behold the height to which I 
have been called—even to laying my hand on 
the head of my Maker! 
   See the hosts of heaven hushed and still, as 
the all-holy Bridegroom goes down into the 
Jordan. No sooner is he baptized than he 
comes up from the waters, his splendour 
shining forth over the earth. 
   The gates of heaven are opened, and the 
Father’s voice is heard: “This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased.” All who are 
present stand in awe as they watch the Spirit 
descend to bear witness to him. 
   O come, all you peoples, worship him! Praise 
to you, Lord, for your glorious epiphany which 
brings joy to us all! The whole world has 
become radiant with the light of your 
manifestation.   
      
Hymn 14. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                    
Isaiah 55:1-11  
 

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the 
water all you who are thirsty though you 
have no money, come! Buy corn without 
money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and 
milk. Why spend money on what is not 
bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy 
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good 
things to eat and rich food to enjoy. Pay 
attention, come to me; listen, and your soul 
will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting 
covenant out of the favours promised to 
David. See, I have made of you a witness to 
the peoples, a leader and a master of the 
nations. See, you will summon a nation you 
never knew, those unknown will come 
hurrying to you, for the sake of the Lord 
your God, of the Holy One of Israel who will 
glorify you. 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be 
found, call to him while he is still near. Let 
the wicked man abandon his way, the evil 
man his thoughts. Let him turn back to the 
Lord who will take pity on him, to our God 
who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, my ways not your 
ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the 
heavens are as high above earth as my ways 
are above your ways, my thoughts above 
your thoughts. 

Yes, as the rain and the snow come 
down from the heavens and do not return 
without watering the earth, making it yield 
and giving growth to provide seed for the 
sower and bread for the eating, so the word 
that goes from my mouth does not return 
to me empty, without carrying out my will 
and succeeding in what it was sent to do. 

 
 

RESPONSE  Here is my servant, in 
whom my soul delights. 
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                        
1 John 5:1-9 
 
   Whoever believes that Jesus is the 
Christ 
has been begotten by God; and whoever 
loves the Father that begot him loves the 
child whom he begets. We can be sure 
that we love God’s children if we love 
God himself and do what he has 
commanded us; this is what loving God 
is – keeping his commandments; and his 

commandments are not difficult, because 
anyone who has been begotten by God 
has already overcome the world; this is 
the victory over the world – our faith. 
   Who can overcome the world? Only the 
man who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God: Jesus Christ who came by water and 
blood, not with water only, but with 
water and blood; with the Spirit as 
another witness – since the Spirit is the 
truth – so that there are three witnesses, 
the Spirit, the water and the blood, and 
all three of them agree. We accept the 
testimony of human witnesses, but God’s 
testimony is much greater, and this is 
God’s testimony, given as evidence for his 
Son. 

 

THE GOSPEL  
Mark 1:7-11. 
 
   In the course of his preaching John the 
Baptist said: 
  ‘Someone is following me, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
kneel down and undo the strap of his 
sandals. I have baptised you with water, but 
he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
  It was at this time that Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the 
Jordan by John. No sooner had he come up 
out of the water than he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, 
descending on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my 
favour rests on you.’. 
    
   
COMMENT ON THE GOSPEL 
Ephram (306-373). 
 
   Today the Source of all the graces of 
baptism comes himself to be baptized in the 
river Jordan, there to make himself known 
to the world. Seeing him approach, John 
stretches out his hand to hold him back, 
protesting: Lord, by your own baptism you 
sanctify all others; yours is the true baptism, 
the source of perfect holiness. How can you 
wish to submit to mine? 

ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia!        
John saw Jesus approaching 
him, and said: This is the 
Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. 

 

ST. MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP PARISH  

UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS 

PARISH OFFICE: 158 Katoomba Street, Katoomba 2780 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 526, Katoomba NSW 2780 
Phone: (02) 4782 2804 Hours: 10am-3pm Tuesday-Friday. 
Parish Email address: bluemountains@parracatholic.org 
After Hours Emergency Number: 0428 878 810 Calls only; no 
texts please. For all Office matters, please call 024782 2804 

Weddings: Please call Parish Office for details. Baptisms: upon request. 

Parish Website at: www.bluemountainscatholic.org.au 

Parish Facebook: www.facebook.com/bluemountainscatholic   
Parish School: St Canice’s Catholic Primary School, Katoomba.   
Principal: Ms. Miriam Meaney 
Phone: (02) 4780 6800  Email: stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au  

 

BOOK A SUNDAY MASS: If you wish to come to a Vigil or a Sunday Mass, please 
click on the link below to book a Mass time. Bookings close 3pm Fridays: https://
forms.gle/sZTJhQYjmvAkPJhB6 The form will also be linked on the parish Face-
Book page. 
 
THANK YOU to all those who helped with the catering for the Epiphany pilgrim-
age group last Wednesday night.  
 
ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED: If you would like to help serve at Midnight Mass and/
or serve in the coming year, please contact Hugh Jones on 0402 904 681.  
 
PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL: Dear adorers, if you are going away and have a 
rostered time slot please find a replacement adorer from the contact list, or a 
parishioner to cover for you. You will need to let your team leader know what 
dates you’ll be away, and who will be covering you. If you are a parishioner (or 
visitor) who would like to be on the temporary fill in list for a Holy Hour, please 
contact Jacquie on 0405 600 155 to register your details, many thanks!  
 
PLANNED GIVING: Would the owners of Envelope numbers 38, 41 and 53 kindly 
contact the Parish office immediately to submit your contact details.  Your con-
tributions are unable to be recorded until we have this information.  
 
FINANCES: If you would like to contribute to the 2nd Collection for the parish: 
Bank Transfer: BSB 067 950   Account 000 00594   Name: Mary MacKillop Parish   
Reference: Surname and envelope number or Parish Donation (with or without 
surname if preferred).  
   If parishioners would like to contribute to the First Collection for the clergy of 
the diocese: BSB 067 950   Account No 00004265   Account Name Diocesan Cler-
gy   Reference either the Parish Name or the parish code 6038  
 
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL: yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 
 
VATICAN NEWS: Pope at Christmas Mass: Jesus comes as a child to 
make us children of God... A love that reaches our poverty: It is be-
cause of God’s infinite love for us that Jesus was born, not in a palace, 
but in the manger of a stable. Jesus “came into the world as each 
child comes into the world, weak and vulnerable, so that we can 
learn to accept our weaknesses with tender love… God loves to work 
wonders through our poverty,” the Pope said. This is a sign, he con-
tinued, “to guide us through life.” In Bethlehem, “God lies in a man-
ger, as if to remind us that, in order to live, we need Him, like the 
bread we eat. We need to be filled with His free, unfailing, concrete 
love.” Pope Francis insisted that “the manger, poor in everything yet 
rich in love, teaches us that true nourishment comes from letting our-
selves be loved by God and loving others in turn.”  
 
 

MASS OFFERING INTENTIONS: DECEASED and ANNIVERSARIES:  FR JOHN SMITH, RICKY BRUNNER, REGINA & EUGENIO NATONTON, RICARDO NA-
TONTON, EUGENIO NATONTON Jnr, ENRIQUE NATONTON, TARCELA GOLEZ, SOTERO GOLEZ, GLORIA FRESCO, DELIA ALCONIS, and All the faithful 
departed especially those for whom you requested prayers and masses AND THE FORGOTTEN SOULS IN PURGATORY. SICK LIST: Monique Haulber, 
Marie Thuez, Mary Sullivan, Kathleen Hayes-Gilson, Evelyn Maw, Wanda Heffernan, Mary Roberts, Jacquelin Singh, Kath Paine, June Way, Robert Sulli-
van, Natale Assanti, Susan Keegel, Eugenio Natonton, Emiliana Santiago, Pat Coyne, Inga Morphett, Amanda Peters, Alison Michaels, Aimee De la Motte, 
Lorraine Russelle, Margaret Murphy, Joan Nolan, Pat Wolthers, Tricia Hogan, Shiela Page, Sr Jeanie Heininger, Michelle Scully, Julie Walss, Edwin Wulff 

ROSARY AND OTHER DEVOTIONS: Ad Jesum per Mariam. 
SAT and SUN: 4:10pm, Leura.  
MON: after 8:30am Mass, Katoomba. 
TUE: 4:30pm Divine Mercy, Rosary and Exposition, Leura. 
WED: after 8:30am Mass, Wentworth Falls.  
THU: after 8:30am Mass, Leura. 
FRI: 11:30am before Mass, Katoomba. 
FRI: 5pm Divine Mercy Hour, Leura.  
SAT: 8:30am before Mass and also after Benediction following Mass, Katoomba. 
ADORATION CHAPEL: 9am Monday - 9am Saturday, Katoomba. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES   
You need to book Sunday 
Leura 5pm (Saturday) 
Wentworth Falls 8am 
Katoomba 10am 
Leura 5pm  
*10am on public holidays 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
MON: 8:30am* Katoomba 
TUE: 5:15pm Leura 
WED: 8:30am W-Falls 
THU: 8:30am Leura 
FRI: 12pm Katoomba   
SAT: 9am Katoomba 

CONFESSION TIMES 
TUE 4:45-5:00pm Leura 
SAT: 9:30am Katoomba 
SAT: 4:30-4:45pm Leura  
 
Confessions are always 
available on request. 

AINTS THIS WEEK: Ora pro nobis. 
WED: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest. 
SAT: BVM. 
 
NEXT SUN: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 
 

MARY IS THE ROAD WE MUST TRAVEL TO REACH JESUS. 
Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 

 
To bless: Beginning with the first Reading, where God com-
mands Moses to bless the people, Pope Francis writes, 
“This is no pious exhortation: it is a specific request.” We 
need to be blessed, the Pope said; and at Christmas, we 
receive “not only the words of blessing, but the blessing 
itself: Jesus is Himself the blessing of the Father.” 
   Whereas Jesus is the blessing, Mary is blessed through 
grace, and “in this way, brings us God’s blessing. Wherever 
she is, Jesus comes to us,” the Pope said. Similarly we too 
are called to bless, to speak well, of others, of society, and 
of ourselves, especially in a world so often “polluted” by 
speaking and thinking badly. 
To be born: In the second Reading, Saint Paul tells us Jesus 
was “born of a woman.” “In these few words," said Pope 
Francis, “he tells us something amazing: that the Lord was 
born like us.” Jesus was conceived and shaped in Mary’s 
womb. Mary, said Pope Francis, “is not only the bridge 
joining us to God; she is much more. She is the road God 
travelled in order to reach us, and the road that we must 
travel in order to reach Him.” 
   Pope Francis continued, saying, “We are in this world not 
to die but to give live.” Mary is an example for us, 
“keeping all these things in our heart.” From her we can 
learn “how important it is to keep our hearts pure, to culti-
vate our interior life and our prayer.” When we do, we will 
be able to truly care for, “to cherish others, the world, and 
creation.” 
  In this new year, he said, “while we hope for new begin-
nings and new cures, let us not neglect care. Together with 
a vaccine for our bodies, we need a vaccine for our hearts. 
That vaccine is care.” He added, “This will be a good year if 
we take care of others, as Our Lady does with us.” 
To find: The third verb Pope Francis reflected on is “to 
find.” At the first Christmas, the shepherds, led by grace, 
found God, not “in miraculous signs, but in a simple fami-
ly.” We, too, need grace to find Jesus; and once we have 
found Him, “we must not lose sight of Him.” 
   In this new year, we are called, like the shepherds, to be 
active in order to receive grace. In this new year, Pope he 
said, “it would be good to find time for someone.” “Time is 
a treasure that all of us possess,” he continued, but that 
we often guard jealously. Instead, “Let us ask for the grace 
to find time for those who need someone to listen and 
show concern for them.” He said, “If we can find time to 
give, we will be amazed and filled with joy, like the shep-
herds.”  
   Pope Francis’ homily concluded with a prayer: “May Our 
Lady, who brought God into the world of time, help us to 
be generous with our time”:  
 

Holy Mother of God,  
to you we consecrate this New Year.   
You, who know how to cherish things in your heart,  
care for us, bless our time, and teach us  
   to find time for God and for others.   
With joy and confidence, we acclaim you:  
Holy Mother of God! Holy Mother of God!      
   Holy Mother of God!                         (source: Vatican News) 
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