
PARISH CONTACTS 
Fr. John McSweeney (Parish Priest) 
Fr. Abraham Kunnatholy Varu CMI  
   (Assistant Priest) 
Parish Office: 158 Katoomba Street, 
Katoomba 2780. 
Postal Address: PO Box 526, Katoomba 
NSW 2780. 
Phone: (02) 4782 2804. 
Hours: 10am-3pm Tuesday-Friday. 
After Hours Emergency Number: 
0490814284 . Calls only; no texts please.  
   For all Office matters, call 02 4782 2804. 
 
Parish email address: 
bluemountains@parracatholic.org 
Parish website: 
bluemountainscatholic.org.au 
Parish Facebook: facebook.com/
bluemountainscatholic   
 
Weddings: Please call the Office for details. 
Baptisms: upon request. 
   
PARISH SCHOOL: St Canice’s Catholic 
Primary School, Katoomba.   
Principal: Ms. Miriam Meaney. 
Phone: (02) 4780 6800.    
Email: stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au  
 
WHAT'S ON IN THE UPPER MOUNTAINS 
THIS WEEK  
 
Sunday 22 January 2023 
 
MONDAY 23 January 
Mass 9:30am Katoomba  
 
TUESDAY 24 January 
Confession 4:45-5:05pm Leura 
Mass 5:15pm Leura  
 
WEDNESDAY 25 January 
Mass 9:30am W-Falls  
 
THURSDAY 26 January 
Mass 9:30am Katoomba 
Leura evening Mass cancelled 
AUSTRALIA DAY 
 
FRIDAY 27 January 
Mass 12pm Katoomba     
 
SATURDAY 28 January 
Mass 9:00am Katoomba  
Confession 9:30am Katoomba 
 
USUAL SUNDAY  MASS TIMES   
Leura 5pm (Saturday)  
Wentworth Falls 8am 
Katoomba 10:30am 
Leura 5pm  

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR A | 22 January 2023 

 
MANY THANKS to our volunteers who recently put in numerous hours to clean and 
organise St Bonaventure’s Church entry and flower room and St Canice’s Hall kitchen 
and storage cupboard.  
 
PLEASE NOTE Australia Day Mass Thursday 26th January is at 9:30am at St Canice’s 
Katoomba. There will be no evening Mass at Leura. 
 
KATOOMBA ADORATION CHAPEL: Perpetual Eucharistic adoration is our response to 
Jesus’ love for us. God loves you and when you adore the Lord, He grants many special 
blessings of His goodness, grace, love and mercy. We would like to increase Eucharistic 
adoration at our parish. At least one adorer needs to be scheduled and present for 
every hour. An Adoration Invitation Sign-Up will take place at all the weekend Masses 
on FEBRUARY 11/12 or alternatively please call Catherine on 0420337033 to register 
your details. Please sign-up for a weekly holy hour with Jesus.   
 
BUILDING SAFE PARISHES TOGETHER: An Update from the Office for Safeguarding. New 
Year’s Dash: Face-to-Face Safeguarding Training Opportunities to Kick Off the New 
Year! Have you had a chance to complete your Safeguarding Training yet? April 2023 
will mark the first two years of our Mandatory Safeguarding Training Program. This 
year over 700 people across the Diocese have completed their training in face-to-face 
sessions.  For those who are yet to complete their initial Mandatory Safeguarding 
Modules, we are offering a ‘New Year’s Dash’ Package of Training Opportunities in 
readiness for ministry in 2023. Contact the Parish Office to find locations, days of the 
week and times of Training Packages that best suit you. You can register for these by 
emailing: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org Of course, you are still most 
welcome to ‘sign up’ to our online Safeguarding Training Platform at: https://
learning.safeguarding.org.au    
 
ST CANICE’S SCHOOL NEWS: We are still taking enrolments for 2023. Interested families 
can call the office on 02 4780 6800 for more information.    
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSES 2023: The Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses will recommence next year in February. This is formation for anyone interested 
in serving within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please contact the Office for Worship on 
0460 037 795 or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 
enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/   
 
SEEKING 1-2 BEDROOM RENTAL: A couple who have recently moved to the parish are 
looking for a pet friendly 1-2 bedroom rental. They have moved to the area as Maurice 
is starting a teaching job with Katoomba High School this coming term. If you have any 
information regarding accommodation that may be available, please contact the Parish 
Office on 4782 2804 

ST. MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP PARISH  

UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS  ✟ 

  
Please mute your mobile at Mass.  
Thank-you for your courtesy. 

B.POINT 

We have introduced a new and easy way of contribution  

for 2nd collection and 1st collection. 

Please follow this link:  

if choosing 2nd collection please note name and envelop No. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

MaryMackillopParishUpperBlueMountains 

PARISH B-
POINT QR CODE 

 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Year A 

FIRST READING  (Isaiah 8:23-9:3) 
In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer 
glory on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, 
province of the nations. 
 
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great 
light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light 
has shone. You have made their gladness greater, you 
have made their joy increase; they rejoice in your pres-
ence as people rejoice at harvest time, as people are hap-
py when they are dividing the spoils. 
 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his 
shoulders, the rod of his oppressor – these you break as 
on the day of Midian. 

SECOND READING  (1 Corinthians 1:10-13 ,17) 
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between 
you, and instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to be 
united again in your belief and practice. From what 
Chloe’s people have been telling me, my dear brothers 
and sisters, it is clear that there are serious differences 
among you. What I mean are all these slogans that you 
have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for 
Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ.’ Has Christ been parcelled out? 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you bap-
tised in the name of Paul? 
 
For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the 
Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of phi-
losophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be ex-
pressed. 

THE GOSPEL  (Matthew 4:12-23)  
Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to 
Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Ca-
pernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be ful-
filled: 
 
‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness  
   has seen a great light; 
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 
a light has dawned.’ 
 
From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 
message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ 

 
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two broth-
ers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they 
were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I 
will make you fishers of people.’ And they left their nets at 
once and followed him. Going on from there he saw an-
other pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John; they were in their boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, 
leaving the boat and their father, they followed him. 
 

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the king-
dom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness 
among the people. 

 

ENTRANCE: O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to 
the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty 
and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place. 

RESPONSE: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

COMMUNION: I am the light of the world, says the  
Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION : Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and  
healed all who were sick. Alleluia!  
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