
PARISH CONTACTS 
Fr. John McSweeney (Parish Priest) 
Fr. Peter Lamont (Assistant Priest) 
Parish Office: 158 Katoomba Street, 
Katoomba 2780. 
Postal Address: PO Box 526, Katoomba 
NSW 2780. 
Phone: (02) 4782 2804. 
Hours: 10am-3pm Tuesday-Friday. 
After Hours Emergency Number: 
0490814284 . Calls only; no texts please.  
   For all Office matters, call 02 4782 2804. 
 
Parish email address: 
bluemountains@parracatholic.org 
Parish website: 
bluemountainscatholic.org.au 
Parish Facebook: facebook.com/
bluemountainscatholic   
Parish YouTube: youtube.com/
@UpperBlueMountainsCatholic 
 
Weddings: Please call the Office for details. 
Baptisms: upon request. 
   
PARISH SCHOOL: St Canice’s Catholic 
Primary School, Katoomba.   
Principal: Ms. Miriam Meaney. 
Phone: (02) 4780 6800.    
Email: stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au  
 
USUAL SUNDAY MASS TIMES   
Leura 5pm (Saturday)  
Mt Victoria 6pm (Saturday) 
Wentworth Falls 8am 
Blackheath 9:30am 
Katoomba 10am 
Leura 5pm  
 
USUAL WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
MON: 9am Katoomba  
TUE: 9am Leura 
WED: 9am Blackheath 
THU: 9am Wentworth Falls 
FRI: 12pm Katoomba  
FRI: 4pm  Megalong (3rd Fri of the month) 
SAT: 9am Katoomba 
 
USUAL CONFESSION TIMES 
FRI: After 12 pm Mass Katoomba 
SAT: 9:30-9:50 Katoomba  
SAT: 4:30-4:45pm Leura  
NOTE: CONFESSIONS ARE ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
 
KATOOMBA ADORATION CHAPEL  
9.30am Monday - 6pm Friday. The chapel 
is at the back of St. Canice's  church. Entry 
is from the outside.  “One cannot know the 
Lord without the habit of adoring in silence 
(Pope Francis).” 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR C - 9 February 2025  

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ 

In the readings this week Isaiah, St Paul and St Peter all see their 

sinfulness, but they also all respond to the call of God.  

And God calls, not despite their sinfulness but rather because of it. 

It’s a very clear message for us. We are all called to work with God to 

bring about the new heaven and new earth, but we need to 

acknowledge that we have issues so that the grace of God can help us 

overcome our faults and move into a positive, creative way of living. 

Like Isaiah we have heard and, in some way, experienced God in our 

lives. Jesus is the revelation of God and as we develop a relationship 

with Him, we experience Him, we experience God. His love and His call. 

But we also feel that we are so far from Christlike that it’s almost 

hopeless. But it’s not. 

This feeling of unholiness is the mourning that the beatitudes which 

says, “happy are they that mourns” talks of. It’s a deep sadness and 

regret that we are the way we are. It’s a mourning for the fact that our 

true self, that which we are created to be, the image and likeness of 

God is somewhat dead, in a dormant state. But that’s just it, it’s not 

dead, it’s in a dormant state and all it needs is the burning coal brought 

to us by the angel to wake us up. 

The burning coal, the fiery element is the Holy Spirit which burns away 

all sin and empowers us to live more and more in harmony with God. 

Living in harmony with God is us answering the call. It’s us evangelising 

by the way we work and the way we interact with people. It doesn’t 

matter what we are doing so long we intend to do the best for the 

people we are serving by our actions. To ensure our intent is open and 

correct we work on a relationship with God and pray for the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Deacon Alan 

ST. MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP PARISH  

UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS  ✟ 

  
Please mute your mobile at Mass.  
Thank-you for your courtesy. 

Next Sunday 16.2.2025 there will be an extraordinary meeting of the 

PPC with members of the MET concerning the future of the churches in 

the Upper Blue Mountains, commencing at 11.45am in the Presbytery. 

Thanks  

Fr John. 

mailto:bluemountains@parracatholic.org
http://www.bluemountainscatholic.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/bluemountainscatholic
http://www.facebook.com/bluemountainscatholic
http://www.youtube.com/@UpperBlueMountainsCatholic
http://www.youtube.com/@UpperBlueMountainsCatholic


⛪ 
SUNDAY MASS: Live streaming of 

the Sunday 10.00am Mass at St 

Canice’s this week. The live feed 

will be via our parish YouTube page as per 

usual. https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCHtj55risvGDQqCDN7mldNQ.   

 

  HOSPITAL/HOME VISITS: If you or 

your love ones are sick and would 

like a visit please contact the 

parish office or Barbara Davidson 0417 490 103  

 

  
OFFICE OF SAFEGUARDING:  

“This is what the Lord asks of you: 

only this, to act justly, to love 

tenderly and to walk humbly with your God 

(Micah 6:8).” For info: parracatholic.org/

safeguarding For Training: parracatholic.org/

safeguarding/training/ 

 

  
PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL: 

If you are a parishioner (or visitor) 

who would like a rostered holy 

hour each week or to be on the temporary fill in 

list, please contact Catherine on 0420 337 033 

to register your details or scan the QR code. 

 

“The purpose of a holy hour 
is to encourage a deep 
personal encounter with 
Christ. The holy and glorious 
God is constantly inviting us 
to come to Him, to 

converse with Him... (Ven. Fulton Sheen).”  

  
WHAT'S ON IN THE UPPER 

MOUNTAINS THIS WEEK  

SUNDAY (TODAY) 

Mass: Wentworth Falls 8am  
Mass: Blackheath 9.30am 
Mass: Katoomba 10am  
Mass: Leura 5pm  
 
MONDAY 
Mass: 9am Katoomba 
 
TUESDAY 
Mass: 9am Leura 
 
WEDNESDAY  
Mass: 9am  Blackheath 
 
THURSDAY 
Mass: 9am Wentworth Falls 
 
FRIDAY  
Mass: 12pm Katoomba 
Mass: 4pm Megalong (3rd Fri of the month)  
                                                    
SATURDAY  
Mass: 9am Katoomba  
Mass: 5pm Leura  
Mass: 6pm Mt Victoria 
 
SUNDAY  
Mass: Wentworth Falls 8am  
Mass: Blackheath 9.30am 
Mass: Katoomba 10am Mass:  
Leura 5pm  

PARISH B.POINT: We have 

introduced a new and easy 

way of contribution for 2nd 

collection and 1st collection. 

Please follow this link:  when 

choosing 2nd collection please 

note name and envelop No. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

MaryMackillopParishUpperBlueMountains 

 

  
FINANCES: If you would 

like to contribute to the 

2nd Collection for the 

parish: Bank Transfer: 

BSB 067 950 Account 000 00594 Name: Mary 

MacKillop Parish Reference: Surname and 

envelope number or Parish Donation (with or 

without surname if preferred).  

 

   If parishioners would like to contribute to 

the First Collection for the clergy of the 

diocese: BSB 067 950 Account No 00004265 

Account Name Diocesan Clergy Reference 

either the Parish Name or the parish code 

6038  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Our parish finances need a 

consistent income.  If you could consider 

using Direct/credit card Debit, we would be 

grateful. There is also the opportunity to use 

B.point for our parish, and there you can 

distinguish between 1st collection (for our 

priests) and 2nd collection (for our parish). 

Thank you so much for your continuing 

ROSARY AND OTHER DEVOTIONS  

SAT and SUN: 4:20pm, Leura.  

MON 8.30am before Mass, Katoomba. 

TUE: 8.30am before mass, Leura. 

WED: 8.30am before Mass, Blackheath  

THU: 8.30am before Mass, Wentworth Falls 

FRI: 11:30am before Mass, Katoomba. 

FRI: 5.00pm Divine Mercy Hour, Leura.  

SAT: 8:30am before Mass and Cenacle    

        Rosary after, Katoomba. 

INVITE OUR LADY  INTO YOUR HOME 
We are offering the chance for 
parishioners to have our beautiful 
parish Rosary statue visit you in 
your home. The statue is of Our 
Lady Help of Christians, the Patron 
Saint of Australia.  
 

If you would like to welcome the Blessed Moth-
er in your home for a week and be at prayer 
with her, please let one of the sacristans after 
the 10am Katoomba Mass know and they will 
make arrangements.  

SAINTS THIS WEEK   

 

Mon 10 Saint Scholastica, Virgin  

Tue 11 Our Lady of Lourdes   

Fri 14 Saints Cyril, monk, and Methodius,    

    Bishop  

Sat 15 BVM  

 

Next Sun 16   6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

  

 

OUR THREE PARISH CHURCHES 

ST CANICE'S KATOOMBA: Katoomba St. 

ST. BONAVENTURE'S LEURA: Railway Pde & Hartley Esp. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S WENTWORTH FALLS: Day St. 
✟ 

MASS OFFERING INTENTIONS 

DECEASED and ANNIVERSARIES:  MARGARET WALSH and all the faithful departed especially those for whom you requested prayers 
and masses AND THE FORGOTTEN SOULS IN PURGATORY.  

RECENTLY DECEASED:      
 
SICK LIST:  Susan Sergent, Pat Wolthers, Sandy Mobray, Joella, Joan Gracey, Doreen Kinsella.   

IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO BE ON THE SICK LIST PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE  02 4782 2804 
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https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCHtj55risvGDQqCDN7mldNQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad1945e953774494d3e808d993528608%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637702804933242043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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THE LEGION OF MARY 
Did you know that our parish has a Legion of Mary group? 
We meet Every FRIDAY at 6:15pm in the old adoration 
chapel at Katoomba. You are most welcome to attend 
and see what the Legion is all about.  
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN  
Baptised children who are in YEAR 3 OR ABOVE IN 2025 
will be invited to join the First Reconciliation (First 
Confession) preparation program to be held in term 4 in 
2025. Flyers are  available in our church entrance. 
 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES  
Each year over 2 million people make their way through 
the mountainous country of southeastern France to 
Lourdes. They come seeking cures, hoping to find 
answers, believing, and praying. At Lourdes, people recall 
the Lady dressed in white, with a blue sash, yellow roses 
at her feet, and a Rosary on her arm—the Virgin Mary. 
 
On February 11, 1858, Mary appeared to 14-year-old 
Bernadette Soubirous. This was the first of 18 visits, many 
of them with 20,000 people present. When Bernadette 
asked the Lady’s identity, she replied, “I am the 
Immaculate Conception.” Just four years earlier, the pope 
had proclaimed it a dogma that Mary was conceived 
immaculate without original sin. The Virgin Mary, through 
Bernadette, had come to call sinners to a change of heart. 
Her message was a request for prayer and penance. She 
also instructed Bernadette to tell the priests that a chapel 
was to be built on the site and processions held. 
 
On February 25, 1858, the Lady told Bernadette to dig in 
the dirt and drink of the stream. Bernadette began to dig, 
and after several attempts she was able to find the water 
to drink. The water continued to flow from where she had 
dug with her hands until it was producing over 32,000 
gallons of water a day—as it still does. There have been 
over 5,000 cures recorded but less than 100 of them have 
been declared miraculous by the Church. Most of these 
have taken place during the blessing with the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
 
We may never travel to Lourdes and join in the 
processions, but we can know always that we have a 
Mother to help us and lead us to her Son, Jesus.  

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK: 11 
FEBRUARY   
A World Day of Prayer for the Sick, including the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 
11am on Tuesday 11 February 2025 at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are 
welcome, including those who may be sick, and those 
who care for the sick and dying and health care 
professionals. RSVPs are required by 6 February 2025 via 
parracatholic.org/world-day-prayer-feb11  
 
Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend: 22-23 February  
How prepared are you for marriage? Encounter Weekend 
will be held on 22-23 February, with future dates in May, 
August and November 2025. For further information visit  
www.engagedencounter.org.au  
 

  ST CANICE’S SCHOOL CAR PARK  

The car park is open on Sundays from 

9:30am for parishioners. The gates will 

 be locked by 11:30am. Thank– you.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                Nepean Catenian Group (information) 

                             Takes Pleasure in inviting 

                   Men of the Blue Mountains Parishes 

                   To join us for meeting and dinner at 

                                Nepean Rowing Club                                          

                      6.45 pm, Tuesday 11th February, 

                    Enquiries and RSVP by 6th Feb to: Alan Skofic 

                                       Phone: 0435139106 

   Connect with Catenians Catholic men’s                             
 association: faith-based friendships 

  
ST.CANICE’S SCHOOL    

For enrolments and enquiries please contact 

school office   on  02 4780 6800 

TRUSTED LEADER-

SHIP 
Providing expertise in: 

Strategic Planning 
Risk Management 
Governance Support 
Business Mentoring 

 

Contact Us: 

  trustedleadership.com.au 
  otto@trustedleadership.com.au 

https://parracatholic.org/world-day-prayer-feb11
http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/


5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME C 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 6:1-8) 
In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord seated 
on a high throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above 
him stood seraphs, each one with six wings. And they 
cried out one to another in this way, 'Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord of hosts. His glory fills the whole earth.' 
 
The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice 
of the one who cried out, and the Temple was filled 
with smoke. I said: 'What a wretched state I am in! I 
am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips and I live among 
a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have looked at 
the King, the Lord of hosts.' 
 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his 
hand a live coal which he had taken from the altar 
with a pair of tongs. With this he touched my mouth 
and said: 'See now, this has touched your lips, your sin 
is taken away, your iniquity is purged.' 
 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 'Whom shall 
I send? Who will be our messenger?' I answered, 'Here 
I am, send me.' 
 

 

SECOND READING (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 
Brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, the gospel that you received 
and in which you are firmly established; because the 
gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly 
what I preached to you - believing anything else will 
not lead to anything. 
 
Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had 
been taught myself, namely that Christ died for our 
sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that he was 
buried; and that he was raised to life on the third day, 
in accordance with the scriptures; that he appeared 
first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died; then he appeared to 
James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all he 

appeared to me too; it was as though I was born when 
no one expected it. 
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I 
persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve the 
name apostle; but by God's grace that is what I am, 
and the grace that he gave me has not been fruitless. 
On the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that is 
with me, have worked harder than any of the others; 
but what matters is that I preach what they preach, 
and this is what you all believed. 

GOSPEL (Luke 5:1-11) 
Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, 
with the crowd pressing round him listening to the 
word of God, when he caught sight of two boats close 
to the bank. The fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats - 
it was Simon's - and asked him to put out a little from 
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. 
 
 When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, 'Put 
out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.' 
'Master,' Simon replied 'we worked hard all night long 
and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the 
nets.' And when they had done this they netted such a 
huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so 
they signalled to their companions in the other boat to 
come and help them; when these came, they filled the 
two boats to sinking point. 
 
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of 
Jesus saying, 'Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.' For 
he and all his companions were completely overcome 
by the catch they had made; so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon's partners. 
But Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid; from now 
on it is people you will catch.' Then, bringing their 
boats back to land, they left everything and followed 

him. 

ENTRANCE  
O come, let us worship God 
and bow low before the God who made us, 
for he is the Lord our God. 

RESPONSE In the sight of the angels I will sing your 
praises, Lord. 
 

COMMUNION  
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men, 
for he satisfies the thirsty soul, 

and the hungry he fills with good things. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Come follow me, says the Lord, 
and I will make you fishers of my people. 
Alleluia! 


